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Thank you:

It’s been an “Inner Journey” seeing our dreams come to life since we started 11 years ago. Goals we set when we first met, building a relationship/marriage and then a career. There’s so many family and friends to Thank we couldn’t possibly name them ALL...but know we couldn’t have gotten where we are without your love, encouragement and support. Thank you to our D&B team (band/management/website) who go above and beyond the call of musical duty. It’s a pleasure to work with each of you and we’re proud to have you on board. We could not leave out a sincere thanks to the staff & band of The Grand Ole Opry. It was a dream from a very young age to someday play on that stage and sing over those mics. To now know we have done it nearly 20 times in 2 short years is beyond our wildest imagination. And finally, we couldn’t be more proud to be a part of Rounder Records. A label that we’ve admired for as long as we can remember. To the founding members Ken Irwin, Bill Nowlin and Marian Leighton Levy to John Strohm and his fine staff, thank you for giving us this incredible opportunity to spread our wings even further as musical artists. We are truly honored to call Rounder home!   
Management: 

Brian Smith
Leadership Artists, LLC

leadershipartists@gmail.com
leadershipartists.com
770-313-3576
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1.
I Found Love (3:35)



(Vince Gill, Earl Scruggs, Randy Scruggs)
Vinny Mae Music Inc. (BMI) / Warner-Tamerlane Publishing Corp. (BMI) / Scruggs Music Inc. (BMI)
Brooke Aldridge – vocals 

Darin Aldridge – vocals, mandolin, guitar

Ron Block – banjo

Mark Fain – acoustic bass

Aubrey Haney – fiddle


2.
Someone’s Everything (3:37) 
(Brooke Aldridge)

Brooke Aldridge, Darin Aldridge Music (BMI)
        Brooke Aldridge – vocal

        Darin Aldridge – vocals, mandolin, guitar

        Carley Arrowood – vocal, fiddle
        Ron Block – banjo

        Mark Fain – acoustic bass

Aubrey Haney – fiddle

Tommy White – dobro


3.
Tear Stained Letter (3:12)

        (Richard Thompson)

        Beeswing Music (BMI)


Brooke Aldridge – vocals

Darin Aldridge – vocals, mandolin, guitar
Carley Arrowood – vocals
Ron Block – banjo
Mark Fain – acoustic bass
Aubrey Haney – fiddle
   4.
When You Love Someone (3:01)



(Bryan Adams, Michael Arnold Kamen, Gretchen Peters)

Sony/ATV Tunes LLC (NA) / KMAN Corp./Sony ATV (BMI) / Purple Crayon Music/Sony ATV (ASCAP)
Brooke Aldridge – vocals

Darin Aldridge – vocals, mandolin, guitars

Rob Ickes – lap steel

Mark Fain – acoustic bass


5.
This Flower (3:14)



(Kasey Chambers)


Mushroom Music Pty. Ltd. (ASCAP)
Brooke Aldridge – vocals

Darin Aldridge – vocals, mandolin, guitar, bouzouki

Ron Block – guitar, banjo

Mark Fain – acoustic bass

Aubrey Haney – fiddle


6.
Sweet Companion (3:32) 


(John Randall, Jessi Alexander, Sally Barris)


Reynsong Publishing Corp., Wha Ya Say Music (BMI) / Vistaville Music, Jessi Alexander Publishing Designee (ASCAP) / Wrensong Publishing Corp. (SESAC)
Brooke Aldridge – vocals

Darin Aldridge – vocals, mandolin, guitar

Carley Arrowood – fiddle

Mark Fain – acoustic bass

Matt Menefee – banjo


7.
Trouble In the Fields (3:29)



(Nanci Griffith, Rick West)
Irving Music obo Wing and Wheel Music (BMI)
Brooke Aldridge – vocals

Darin Aldridge – vocals, mandolin, guitar

Carley Arrowood – vocal, fiddle
Billy Gee – acoustic bass

Rob Ickes – dobro

Matt Meneffee – banjo


8.
Teach Your Children (2:43)

        (Graham Nash)


Spirit One Music obo Nash Notes (BMI)
Brooke Aldridge – vocals

Darin Aldridge – vocals, mandolin, guitar

Carley Arrowood – vocal, fiddle

Ron Block – banjo

Mark Fain – acoustic bass

Aubrey Haney – fiddle

Tommy White – pedal steel


9.
Every Time You Leave (2:51)



(Charlie Louvin, Ira Louvin)


Sony ATV Acuff Rose Music (BMI) 

Brooke Aldridge – vocals

Darin Aldridge – vocals, mandolin, guitar

Jimmy Fortune – vocals

Zeb Snyder – guitar

Carley Arrowood – fiddle 

Mark Fain – acoustic bass

Matt Menefee – banjo


10.
End Of A Long Hard Day (2:45)



(Gretchen Peters)


Warner Olive Music (ASCAP) 

Brooke Aldridge – vocals

Darin Aldridge – vocals, mandolin, guitar

Carley Arrowood – vocals

Ron Block – guitar

Mark Fain – acoustic bass

Aubrey Haney – fiddle

Tommy White – dobro


11.
Emmylou (4:05)

(Klara Söderberg, Johanna Söderberg)



Warner-Chappell Music Scandinavia AB (ASCAP/STIM) 



Brooke Aldridge – vocals

Darin Aldridge – vocals, mandolin, guitar, mandola 

Carley Arrowood – vocals, fiddle 

Zeb Snyder – guitar

Mark Fain – acoustic bass

Matt Menefee – banjo


12.
Your Lone Journey (3:23)


(Doc Watson, Rosa Lee Watson)

Hillgreen Music (BMI)

Brooke Aldridge – vocals

Darin Aldridge – vocals, mandolin, guitars

Carley Arrowood – fiddle

Mark Fain – acoustic bass
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Someone’s Everything (3:37)
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Tearstained Letter (3:12)

4.
When You Love Someone (3:01)

5.
This Flower (3:14)

6.
Sweet Companion (3:32)

7.
Trouble In the Fields (3:29)

8.
Teach Your Children (2:43)

9.
Every Time You Leave (2:51)
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12.
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Welcome to the world of Darin and Brooke Aldridge – you’re going to love it here.


This is a place where melodies caress the ears like Appalachian  breezes. Here you will find vocal harmonies that glow with the warmth of a family hearth. This is where the notes of fiddle, mandolin, guitar and banjo sound as sweet as songbirds after a spring rain. 


In this land, you can find great lyrics with the ease of picking wildflowers in a Southern meadow. These North Carolina natives guide you along verdant paths of song that charm the spirit at every turn. 


There are no honky tonks in this world, no barroom drunks, cheating spouses, murder ballads or cruel prisons. Instead, you will find purity of heart, uplifting feelings and hope for tomorrow. 


This is not to say that there are no hard times. Indeed, you will find few more eloquent evocations of struggle than in their performance of Nanci Griffith’s “Trouble in the Fields.”


Hearts do get broken here. For instance, is there more exquisite pain than in the Louvin Brothers aching classic “Every Time You Leave?” Richard Thompson’s “Tear Stained Letter” offers a livelier take on romantic downfalls, one that Darin and Brooke scamper through with finesse.


The trials and triumphs of youth are the stuff of “Teach Your Children.” This Crosby, Stills and Nash pop gem is polished to a new country sheen by the Aldridges. 


Even death must be faced. The couple confronts that ultimate anguish with simple dignity as they take us through Doc Watson’s beloved farewell “Your Lone Journey.”


More than anything else in the world of Darin and Brooke Aldridge, you will find love. This is the source of the great power in their music. 


The upbeat, soaring “Emmylou” is an invitation to romance. This sweet plea to sing together comes from the repertoire of the Swedish folk duo The Soderberg Sisters. Darin and Brooke take it on a jaunt through fields of bluegrass.


The joy of new passion is exalted in “I Found Love.” Written by Vince Gill, Earl Scruggs and Randy Scruggs, this lilting tune showcases Brooke’s sparkling mountain alto at its most enchanting. 


The Kasey Chambers song “This Flower” comes to us from Australia, where Kasey is country-music royalty. It expresses thanks for a love found and cherished. Again, it suits the sweetly melodic Aldridge approach perfectly. 


“Sweet Companion” might be the most apt description of the relationship of this delightful duo. “Hand in hand together/There’s nothing we can’t weather” captures the hope and optimism that are at the heart of Darin and Brooke’s music. Paced by Darin’s mandolin, they apply a skipping, bopping mood to the John Randall/Jessi Alexander/Sally Barris composition. 


There is no better demonstration of this couple’s awesome vocal duet ability than “When You Love Someone.” This stunning ballad of love’s might is a songwriting collaboration between Canadian rock star Bryan Adams and Nashville’s Gretchen Peters, and Darin and Brooke channel The Everly Brothers in their reworking of the song. 


Peters also provides this album’s saga of love’s healing warmth, “At the End of a Long, Hard Day.” The couple’s supremely evocative voices underscore the balm and calm in its message.


And then there is the unconditional emotion of a mother’s love. Brooke wrote “Someone’s Everything” as an inspiring meditation about  preserving your home in your heart. Her mother’s words, “Always remember, you’re someone’s everything,” echo in the singer’s ears along life’s journey. 


The heartfelt voices of Brooke and Darin are the soul of this collection. But they are supported around every corner by outstanding instrumental support. Aubrey Haynie’s fiddle, the banjo work of Ron Block or Aldridge bandmember Matt Menefee, fellow bandmember Billy Gee’s bass, Rob Ickes’s lap steel and Tommy White’s dobro, plus guitar by Zeb Snyder of The Snyder Family Band all form elegant frames for the Aldridge aural beauty.


Also essential are the vocal harmonies and fiddle contributions of Aldridge bandmember Carley Arrowood. Statler Brother Jimmy Fortune offers the thrilling, third-harmony lines in “Every Time You Leave.” Darin’s impeccable guitar and mandolin parts throughout the album are the equals of his celebrated Nashville sidemen’s talents. 


This recording’s clear, crisp production style is a collaboration between Darin and Mark Fain, who also provides his reliable heartbeat bass playing to the sound. The contributions from all of these created a collection that marks a new pinnacle in the already esteemed career of Darin and Brooke Aldridge.


Their families both hail from Avery County, NC, which is deep in the heart of the Blue Ridge Mountains. Darin left the Tarheel State to tour with The Country Gentlemen in 1999-2005. But he found his life’s companion back at home.


He met Brooke Justice in 2005. By then, she had been a champion in more than 30 vocal contests. They began recording together and married in 2008. Darin and Brooke Aldridge have since released seven acclaimed albums. 


Those records have brought the couple accolades from the International Bluegrass Music Association, Darin as a Mentor honoree and Brooke as the IBMA’s Female Vocalist of the Year in 2017-18. They have also yielded songs that have topped Americana, Bluegrass and Gospel charts. These were the calling cards that have led to multiple guest-starring appearances at the Grand Ole Opry. 


This album is their debut for Rounder Records. It is a new beginning for these extraordinary artists. It is an acoustic-music monument. It is a vessel of deep and abiding musicianship, as well as soul-enriching emotions. 


That’s why you’re going to love the world of Darin and Brooke Aldridge. 

Robert K. Oermann

Nashville, TN, 2019

